	COURSE:
	Early Childhood Education II-7112
	UNIT B
	DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE PRACTICE FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS

	ESSENTIAL STANDARD:
	3.00
	B5
	16%
	Analyze early childhood curricula based on developmentally appropriate practice.

	OBJECTIVE: 
	3.01
	B2
	5%
	Understand developmentally appropriate practice and factors to consider for developmentally appropriate curricula.

	Essential Questions:     

· What is developmentally appropriate practice?

· What factors should be considered when planning developmentally appropriate curricula?

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Developmentally appropriate practice is based on:
· John Dewey’s vision of schools preparing students to think and reason for a democratic society

· The idea that children learn from play, as supported by many child development theories

Developmentally appropriate practice emphasizes knowing children well:
· Their ages, abilities, and interests

· Strengths and weaknesses

· Cultural and social background

Early childhood curriculum includes:

· Activities, experiences, and interactions with others

· The planned and the unplanned

· Materials, equipment, and arrangement of rooms, facilities, and spaces

Twenty guidelines endorsed by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) and the National Association of Early Childhood Specialists in State Departments of Education help ensure developmentally appropriate practice.  Guidelines are in question form and may be used as a checklist for curriculum and program developers.  Three basic characteristics of developmentally appropriate curriculum (NAEYC) are:
· Age-appropriateness---program curricula based on normal development within an age span

· Individual appropriateness

· Individual rates of growth

· Unique learning styles 

· Respect for individual children

· Social and cultural appropriateness

· Meaningful, relevant, and respectful of children’s backgrounds

· Inclusive curriculum

· Infusion of multicultural content

Basic components of early childhood curriculum are content, process, context, and teacher.

· Content

· The subject matter that is taught; what children should learn

· Reflects the interests, needs, and experiences of children


	OBJECTIVE: 
	3.01
	B2
	5%
	Understand developmentally appropriate practice and factors to consider for developmentally appropriate curricula.

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Basic components of early childhood curriculum (continued)

· Process

· Activities used so that learning takes places

· Time schedule and/or calendar showing when learning takes place

· Context

· Why learning activities are chosen

· To fit program philosophy and goals, cultural backgrounds of children, family and community influences

· Teacher

· Observes and evaluates children’s developmental levels

· Creates the curriculum, plans activities, and provides materials

Approaches to curriculum planning
· Where does curriculum come from?

· Developed by directors, teachers, aides, parents, and curriculum specialists

· Provided in the form of preplanned curriculum units

· Advantages:  Helpful to staff, saves time and money

· Disadvantages:  May not match children’s needs, may limit teachers and lead to frustration

· How are assessments used to plan curriculum?  Assessments are used to:

· Provide data about what children already know and can do

· Identify students’ needs and interests

· Assess children’s progress over time

· What approaches are used when planning curriculum?  

Note:  Even though these four approaches are described separately, keep in mind that combinations or hybrids of approaches are also used.

· Content- and process-centered approach

· Addresses all six domains of child development (PLACES)

· Based on children’s developmental needs and interests

· Basic learning materials and physical environment are key

· Includes both direct and indirect learning

· Uses teachable moments

· Projects approach

· Children do in-depth investigations of specific topics

· Projects allow children to explore in developmentally appropriate ways

· Example:  Reggio Emilia Approach

· Thematic approach

· Curriculum activities based on a central topic or theme

· Themes chosen by teacher, not necessarily based on children’s interests
· Emergent curriculum approach

· A child-centered approach; an alternative to theme-based curricula

· Curriculum emerges from children’s interests and experiences




	OBJECTIVE: 
	3.01
	B2
	5%
	Understand developmentally appropriate practice and factors to consider for developmentally appropriate curricula.

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	What questions should be considered when planning curriculum?
· What to teach

· Is the information/skill worth knowing/doing?

· Is the information/skill testable/measurable?

· Is the information/skill developmentally appropriate?

· Intended outcomes and objectives

· What are the desired outcomes?   

· What objectives and learning activities will help children reach these outcomes?

· Do these objectives support program goals? 

· Do these objectives allow children to use a variety of levels of thinking---remember, understand, apply, analyze, evaluate, and create?

·  Balance of learning activities

· Do activities support all domains of development (PLACES)?

· Are both structured and unstructured activities included?

· Are both indoor and outdoor activities included?

· Are both active and quiet activities included?

· Characteristics of learners

· At what rate do these children work?

· How do these children make decisions?

· What are the attention spans of these children?

· What are the learning styles of these children?

· Field-sensitive---like to work with others, assist, and follow models
· Field-independent---like to work on their own, try new things, be first
· Visual learners---depend on sense of sight for learning
· Auditory learners---learn best through hearing

· What are the multiple intelligences of these children?
· Bodily-kinesthetic---the ability to use the body or body parts
· Interpersonal---the ability to understand and relate with other people
· Naturalist---the ability to see differences among living things
· Musical---the ability to think in music, recognize and remember patterns
· Intrapersonal---the ability to understand oneself, one’s strengths and limitations
· Linguistic---the ability to use language to express and understand messages
· Logical-mathematical---the ability to understand systems and manipulate numbers
· Spatial---the ability to comprehend the world of space



	COURSE:
	Early Childhood Education II-7112
	UNIT B
	Developmentally Appropriate Practice for Early Childhood Programs

	

	ESSENTIAL STANDARD:
	3.00 
	B4
	16%
	Analyze early childhood curricula based on developmentally appropriate practice.

	OBJECTIVE: 
	3.02 
	B2
	5%
	Exemplify curriculum activities that are developmentally appropriate and accommodate multiple intelligences.

	Essential Questions:  

What strategies can be used to generate developmentally appropriate activities?

What activities will accommodate the various multiple intelligences of children?

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	In order to have developmentally appropriate curriculum, activities must be appropriate for:
· the age span of children,

· the rates of growth and individual intelligences and learning styles of individual children, and

· the social and cultural backgrounds of children in the early childhood setting.

Strategies for Developmentally Appropriate Activities

· Brainstorm ideas.

· Group similar ideas together.

· Share ideas with other teachers.

· Develop a web diagram to show ideas as they emerge and connect.

· Use the web to tentatively organize ideas before writing a formal activity/lesson plan.

Developmentally Appropriate Activities for Multiple Intelligences

· To exemplify activities for each of the multiple intelligences, think of activities involving:

· Bodily-kinesthetic---body movement, sports, making something, putting on a production

· Interpersonal---working with other people, negotiating, counseling

· Naturalist---plants and animals; color, shape, and other features of the natural world

· Musical--- singing, chanting, poetry, recognizing patterns, composing, playing instruments

· Intrapersonal---reflection, understanding of self

· Linguistic--- talking, listening, writing

· Logical-mathematical---numbers, math/science operations, inventions

· Spatial---art and design, drawing, organization of space




	COURSE:
	Early Childhood Education II-7112
	UNIT B
	Developmentally Appropriate Practice for Early Childhood Programs

	

	ESSENTIAL STANDARD:
	3.00
	B4
	16%
	Analyze early childhood curricula based on developmentally appropriate practice.

	OBJECTIVE: 
	3.03
	B4
	6%
	Organize a thematic curriculum that is developmentally appropriate.

	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:  

· What are the elements of planning a thematic curriculum?

· How should the elements of a thematic curriculum be organized to fit and function well together?

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Elements of planning a thematic curriculum
· Theme
· A central topic or concept around which learning activities are planned

· Serves three key purposes

· Build connections among concepts

· Help learners connect new information and skills to previous learning

· Reinforce learning and retention

· Effective themes

· Are developmentally appropriate---based on children’s ages, abilities, interests, and social and cultural backgrounds

· Make effective use of available resources

· Forms of thematic curricula

· Emergent curriculum
*Emerging from children’s interests and experiences

*Survey children’s interests before selecting a relevant theme

· Spiral curriculum---Use themes that reflect the interests of each age group       

*2-year-olds---Narrow interests within their immediate surroundings

*3-year-olds---Broader interests; their families, neighbors, and community

*4- and 5-year-olds---Broadest interests; worldly themes, variety of topics

· Concept web
· A graphic organizer used to develop ideas and concepts for themes

· Typical concepts used to develop a theme

· Vocabulary

· Movement

· Types

· Stages

· Materials

· Characteristics




	OBJECTIVE: 
	3.03
	B4
	6%
	Organize a thematic curriculum that is developmentally appropriate.

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Elements of planning a thematic curriculum, continued

· Block plan---An overall view of the curriculum for a day, week, month, or other span

· Span of time

· Theme

· Days and times

· Activities/menus

· Activity plan---A detailed plan for teaching one lesson at a specified day and time; also referred to as a lesson plan
· Name of teacher

· Age and number of children

· Date and time

· Type of activity

· Title of activity

· Developmental goals

· Rationale

· Objective

· Setting

· Materials

· Introduction

· Procedures

· Accommodations

· Closure

· Evaluation




	OBJECTIVE: 
	3.03
	B4
	6%
	Organize a thematic curriculum that is developmentally appropriate.

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Organizing elements of planning for a thematic curriculum

1. Select a theme. 

2. Develop a concept web related to the theme.

3. Develop a block plan for overall planning 

        and to ensure a balanced curriculum.

4. Develop activity plans for step-by-step

        planning of detailed information.


















	OBJECTIVE: 
	3.03
	B4
	6%
	Organize a thematic curriculum that is developmentally appropriate.

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	How do the elements of a thematic curriculum fit and function together?

Content---What will be taught?

· What knowledge or skills will this curriculum help children know and be able to do?

· Is this information worthy of study?

· Is this information measurable? 

· Is the content relevant to accepted developmental goals for this age group?

Process---How and when will this be taught? 

· What theme/activities will be used to teach this content?

· Are the theme/activities age-appropriate?

· Two- to three-year-olds---their immediate world

· Four- to five-year-olds---broad categories

· Six- to eight-year-olds---logic and symbols

· Are the theme/activities individually appropriate?

· Are they appropriate for the interests and abilities of the children involved?

· Do they reflect appropriate accommodations for individual needs?

· How will resources be used?

· Will time be used effectively?

· Will material resources be used effectively?

Context---Why were these activities chosen? 

· Why is this important for children at this age to know or be able to do?

· Are the theme/activities socially and culturally appropriate?

· Are they relevant to the children’s backgrounds and experiences?

· Are the activities appropriate for this community?

· Do the activities reflect the philosophy and goals of this program?

· Do they reflect a multicultural perspective?

· Are they appropriate for the season of the year?

Teacher---How will the teacher develop and deliver the curriculum? 

· How will the teacher determine children’s developmental levels?

· How will the time, talents, and skills of the teacher be used effectively?



	COURSE:
	Early Childhood Education II-7112
	UNIT B
	Developmentally Appropriate Practice for Early Childhood Programs

	

	ESSENTIAL STANDARD:
	4.00
	B6
	20%
	Create elements of early childhood environments based on developmentally appropriate practice.

	OBJECTIVE: 
	4.01
	B2
	6%
	Exemplify elements of developmentally appropriate environments in early childhood settings and criteria for their selection.  

	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:  

· What elements are needed to organize an early childhood environment?

· What are the basic space needs and developmental space needs of early childhood facilities?

· What are some examples of furnishings, equipment, toys, learning materials, and supplies?

· What elements are used to create atmosphere?

· What should be considered when selecting toys, learning materials, and play equipment?

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Elements involved in creating developmentally appropriate environments in early childhood settings in order to support attainment of developmental goals for children are:

· Space needs

· Furnishings, equipment, toys, learning materials, and supplies

· Elements to create atmosphere

Basic space needs:

· Family-friendly space

· Inviting and convenient entrance

· Space to sign children in and out

· Space for visitors to wait

· Display space for postings

· Observation space

· Space to meet needs of staff

· Locked space for personal belongings

· Private area for conferencing

· Space to meet basic care needs of children

· Napping

· Toileting

· Hand washing and tooth brushing

· Preparing meals and snacks

· Serving and eating

· Storing children’s belongings

· First Aid and emergency responses

· Isolation space for children who become ill


	OBJECTIVE: 
	4.01
	B2
	6%
	Exemplify elements of developmentally appropriate environments in early childhood settings and criteria for their selection.  

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Basic space needs (continued)
· Indoor space to meet learning and developmental needs of children

· Open space for large-group activities

· Clearly defined, separate spaces for each learning center

· Outdoor play space to meet learning and developmental needs of children

· Space between play equipment for ease of movement

· Protection from sun and animals---e.g., sandbox

· Visibility on play yard

· Play space accessibility

Developmental space needs for age groups
· Infant and toddler programs

· Diaper change areas with proper ventilation

· Easy access to diaper disposal

· Easily washed floors

· Changing tables at proper height

· Hand washing sinks near changing area

· Low windows

· Warm rooms for comfort

· Preschool programs

· Child-size bathroom fixtures

· Low tables with child-size chairs

· Storage for cots

· An isolation room

· School-age programs

· Lots or room for interaction and group games

· Separate space for school-age and younger children

· Private, semi-secluded spaces for reading, relaxing, etc.

· Private storage space for belongings

· Space for interest activities---hobbies, homework, computers, playground

· Programs for children with special needs

· Easy wheelchair/handicapped access

· Wider classroom pathways

· Ramps at the entrance

· One or more large toilet stalls

· Grab bars in toilet stalls

· One wheelchair-accessible sink and mirror

· Wheelchair-accessible tables for eating and activities




	OBJECTIVE: 
	4.01
	B2
	6%
	Exemplify elements of developmentally appropriate environments in early childhood settings and criteria for their selection.  

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Furnishings, equipment, toys, learning materials, and supplies
· Furnishings

· Items of furniture---chairs, tables, bookcases, etc.

· Moveable, not electrical or electronic

· Equipment

· Larger, generally more expensive items

· Often electrical or electronic

· Toys

· Smaller, generally less expensive items

· Used by children for play, results in learning

· Learning materials

· Items used for educational activities

· Used many times before they wear out

· Supplies

· Items used to complete activities

· Typically, these items are “used up” and must be restocked

Elements to create atmosphere
· Sound

· High noise levels fatigue children and make them unable to concentrate

· Use design features to absorb, filter, and limit excess noise

· Color

· Colors affect children’s anxiety levels and behaviors

· Use appropriate colors to suit purposes of areas in the classroom

· Lighting

· Natural light is healthy for children

· Fluorescent lighting can be harsh and can cause fatigue and eye strain

· Design lighting to be restful and healthy

· Patterns and textures

· Patterns and textures make an area more homey and cozy

· Use carefully chosen patterns and textures to make children feel at ease




	OBJECTIVE: 
	4.01
	B2
	6%
	Exemplify elements of developmentally appropriate environments in early childhood settings and criteria for their selection.  

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Selection of toys, learning materials, and play equipment
· Support of program goals/developmental goals

· Appreciation of cultural diversity

· Dolls, puppets, books, etc. from various ethnic and cultural groups

· Music and musical instruments from various ethnic and cultural groups

· Independence

· Materials and belongings stored within easy reach for children

· Organized storage system with labels

· Language skills

· Books displayed at children’s eye level

· Wide variety of books, puppets, tapes, etc.

· Problem solving skills

· Wide variety of open-ended materials

· Materials changed frequently to stimulate interest

· Large-muscle development

· Classroom and playground space for large-muscle activities

· Traffic lanes do not interfere with large-muscle space

· Small-muscle development

· Classroom space for small-muscle activities

· Adequate amounts of materials to sustain children’s interests

· Self-concept

· Materials and equipment are developmentally appropriate

· Children’s work is displayed

· Self-control

· Noisy and quiet areas kept separate

· Adequate space and controlled traffic flow to complete activities

· Cost

· Stay within the budget of the program

· Furnishing a center usually costs $700 to $1100 per child

· Balance and versatility

· Make sure the item will add balance to items already on hand

· Look for items that are open-ended and can be used in a variety of ways

· Space

· For using the item

· For storing the item

· Supervision

· Amount of supervision required to use the item safely and effectively

· Check licensing guidelines for adult-to-child ratios

· Maintenance

· Varies with type of item

· Consider cost of upkeep and maintenance


	OBJECTIVE: 
	4.01
	B2
	6%
	Exemplify elements of developmentally appropriate environments in early childhood settings and criteria for their selection.  

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Selection of toys, learning materials, and play equipment (continued)
· Durability

· Consider that broken items become a hazard for children

· Invest in quality toys that will last a long time

· Quantity

· Supply an adequate number of the same item to promote cooperation

· Consider how different the item is from items already on hand

· Child involvement

· Actively involve children to explore, manipulate, invent, or problem solve

· Avoid spectator toys that require little effort on the child’s part

· Developmental appropriateness

· Match developmental levels of age groups

· Match special needs of children in the program

· Positive, nonbiased messages

· Nonviolent

· Nonsexist, nonbiased, not stereotypical

· Multicultural

· Safety

· Study toys closely for hazards that may not be apparent at first glance

· Avoid toys and learning materials that have:

· Breakable pieces

· Sharp edges or points

· Small parts

· Toxic materials

· Electrically operated toys with heating elements

· Battery covers with no locking mechanism

· Fabric products that are not flame retardant/resistant

· Balloons

· Toys with small beadlike objects inside them

· Pull toys with long cords or strings

· Plastic climbing equipment used indoors without proper surfacing

· Avoid play yard equipment with:

· Exposed pinch-crush parts

· Head entrapment openings

· Open-end S-rings on swing sets

· Hard swing seats

· Exposed screws, bolts, or sharp edges




	COURSE:
	Early Childhood Education II-7112
	UNIT C
	Developmentally Appropriate Practice for Early Childhood Programs

	

	ESSENTIAL STANDARD:
	4.00 
	B6
	20%
	Create elements of early childhood environments based on developmentally appropriate practice.

	OBJECTIVE: 
	4.02
	B6
	8%
	Produce an item for early childhood environments based on standards for developmental appropriateness.

	Essential Questions:  

· What standards ensure that items for early childhood environments are developmentally appropriate?
· What are the steps in producing items for early childhood environments?

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Standards for developmentally appropriate items for early childhood environments

· Coherence

· Unity of design

· Workmanship

· Aesthetically appealing (to children and adults)

· Function

· Serves developmental purpose(s)---e.g., fostering self-help, responsibility, motor skills

· Developmentally appropriate for age span

· Appropriate for individual rates of growth, intelligences, and learning styles

· Appropriate for diverse social and cultural backgrounds

· Nonsexist, anti-bias, and not stereotypical

· Durable

· Versatile

· Safe

· Easy to maintain

· Originality

· Reflects resourcefulness

· Unique

Steps in producing developmentally appropriate items for early childhood environments








	OBJECTIVE: 
	4.02
	B6
	8%
	Produce an item for early childhood environments based on standards for developmental appropriateness.

	Note to Teachers

	The ability to think creatively is an important skill to cultivate in students who aspire to work as teachers of young learners.  Though not tested directly on the state assessment, the activities of this objective are important in preparing completers of the program to think creatively, design innovations, and be successful in their work.  

Objective 4.02 is unique in several ways:

· Objective 4.02 is a create objective with RBT designation B6.  

· Create objectives require performance assessments with rubrics.  Since multiple-choice items are not appropriate for assessing create outcomes, this objective is not tested directly in the statewide post-assessment.  

· Activities in 4.02 reinforce understanding of concepts in the 4.00 essential standard and in the total unit. In this way, completion of 4.02 supports student achievement of intended outcomes in Unit B.

· This is a project-oriented objective.  Students are to produce an original item that can be used in an early childhood setting.

· This objective challenges students to stretch their thinking in order to become more innovative, gain practice in thinking “outside the box,” and become more comfortable with their own creative abilities. 

Because of the unique features of this objective, teachers are encouraged to apply their own creativity to make the teaching of this objective more effective.  Examples of ways in which teachers can be creative with objective 4.02 include:

· Modeling creative approaches in teaching the objective

· Substituting (cells 3-6) their own original instructional activities to give students practice in using their creativity related to items in EC environments

· Providing a variety of sample items used in early childhood environments, representing items with high and low levels of coherence, function, and originality

· Saving from year to year sample items made by students to illustrate the potential of this objective

· Taking photos and preparing a slide show of items made by students to be added to each year and used year after year

· Growing from year to year a collection of original items for early childhood environments

· Networking with other ECE teachers to share innovative teaching ideas used in 4.02, both in workshops and via electronic channels

· Connecting the project assignment to the internship by having students produce items specifically for needs identified in their internship sites

· Showcasing student projects in local displays, news articles, and other PR media

· Using 4.02 projects as the focus of FCCLA STAR Event entries




	COURSE:
	Early Childhood Education II-7112
	UNIT B
	Developmentally Appropriate Practice for Early Childhood Programs

	

	ESSENTIAL STANDARD:
	4.00
	B6
	20%
	Create elements of early childhood environments based on developmentally appropriate practice.

	OBJECTIVE: 
	4.03
	B4
	6%
	Organize developmentally appropriate learning centers for early childhood environments.

	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:  

· What is a developmentally appropriate learning center?

· What are some general guidelines to follow in organizing an early childhood center?

· What guidelines should be followed when organizing specific learning centers?

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	NOTE:  Please do not give copies of the unpacked content to students at the beginning of this study.  Doing so would greatly limit their learning.  See references to unpacked content in the instructional sequence. 

Definition of developmentally appropriate learning center or activity area

· A learning center is clearly defined space for a specific type of activity and learning.  

· A developmentally appropriate center is organized to meet needs of intended age group.

· Purposes of learning centers:

· Direct children to activities and focus their attention on them

· Allow children to work at their own pace in order to learn by doing

· Provide opportunities to work alone and in small groups

· Distribute children throughout the classroom

· Minimize noise and conflicts in any area of the classroom

Organizing a developmentally appropriate learning center

· Create boundaries      

· Plan learning centers in well-defined spaces

· Provide at least three boundaries

· Use walls to make automatic boundaries

· Use shelving units, piano, and colored tape on the floor for boundaries

· Create an effective traffic pattern  

· Consider the direction children take as they move from one learning center to another

· Arrange traffic patterns to limit congestion as children enter or leave centers

· Arrange for function      

· Think of each area as wet or dry, active or quiet.

· Place wet and dry activities far away from each other

· Place active activities far away from quiet activities

· Arrange for privacy      

· Arrange learning centers for privacy when needed

· Use lofts and platforms to allow for privacy when children feel like being alone 

· Provide puzzles and books in quiet areas

	OBJECTIVE: 
	4.03
	B4
	6%
	Organize developmentally appropriate learning centers for early childhood environments.

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Guidelines for specific learning centers

· Art center– promotes physical, social, emotional, and cognitive growth; fosters motor and hand-eye coordination

· Locate near a water source            

· Arrange the space for either groups or individuals

· Provide tables, chairs, easels, drying racks and shelving units in this area

· Block-building center --- promotes practice of sorting, grouping, comparing, arranging, making decisions, cooperating, and role playing

· Use a carpeted area

· Allow enough space for building

· Use low cabinets that define the area for storage of materials

· Place large, heavy blocks on bottom shelves and lightweight blocks on higher shelves

· Computer center – promotes children’s curiosity about the computer and encourages interaction

· Locate in a quiet, dry part of the classroom

· Locate where electrical outlets and a phone jack are easy to access

· Provide materials such as software, printer paper, mouse and wrist pads

· Provide child-sized computer workstations or child-sized tables and chairs

· Provide a computer(s) and a printer

· Place computers so monitors are visible throughout the classroom

· Dramatic play center – also known as the home living or housekeeping area
· Provide a child-size play stove, refrigerator, table, chairs, sink, and doll bed

· Provide prop boxes containing objects related to curriculum themes

· May include dress-up clothes

· Consider varying the setup as a store, restaurant, post office, etc. for older children 

· Music center – promotes self-expression, listening, language, and coordination skills; requires specific limits that promote safety, respect, and responsibility

· Locate in an area that allows for movement and dancing

· Provide such essential materials as rhythm instruments; tapes, records, CDs and players; puppets for song activities; and silk scarves for dancing

· If space permits, provide a piano

· Provide shelving units as storage space for essential materials

· Reading/library center – promotes language and pre-reading skills; sometimes referred to as the book corner/center
· Locate in the quietest part of the classroom
· Provide picture books, children’s magazines, child-authored books, charts, games, alphabet letters, pencils, felt-tip markers, paper and chalk
· If possible, add an area rug
· Provide tables, chairs, and shelving units


	OBJECTIVE: 
	4.03
	B4
	6%
	Organize developmentally appropriate learning centers for early childhood environments.

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Guidelines for specific learning centers, continued

· Science center – promotes observation skills; encourages children to discover their own environment through observing, touching, holding, and questioning

· Locate in the wet, active area of the classroom

· Locate near a light and water source

· Provide such essential materials as magnets; scissors; prisms; measuring instruments; jars; collections of objects such as leaves, nuts, rocks, and insects; magnifying glasses; small pets; scales and mirrors

· Provide a shelving unit and a table

· Sensory center – promotes physical, social, and cognitive growth; provides practice in social situations and fosters motor and hand-eye coordination

· Provide a sensory table---sometimes referred to as a sand or water table

· Locate near a water source

· Provide rustproof spoons, shovels, sand pails, measuring cups, funnels, strainers, and other kitchen items

· Small manipulative center – promotes fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination; often referred to as the small motor area
· Locate in a dry, quiet area

· Provide table blocks, puzzles, plastic building pieces, parquetry blocks, stringing beads, lotto boards, sewing cards, and color cubes with patterns, etc.

· For older children, include math materials and equipment in this center 

· Provide a table, chairs, and shelving units

· Woodworking center – promotes hand-eye coordination, fine and gross motor development and creative expression

· Locate near the art area 

· Locate away from the main line of traffic

· Provide wood scraps and lightweight tools---e.g., claw hammers, hand drills, pliers, sandpaper blocks, and saws

· Writing center– promotes refinement of emerging writing skills

· Locate in a quiet, dry part of the classroom

· Locate in a well-lit area

· Provide paper, pencils, pens, markers, alphabet and number books, cookie sheets with magnetic letters, and stencils

· Provide child-size tables, chairs, and shelving units

· If available, provide computer programs with developmentally appropriate word games
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Activity Plan 


Theme __________________________________________


Name of Teacher  _________________________________


Age/No. of Children _______________________________


Date_________________   Time______________________


Type of Activity __________________________________


Title of Activity __________________________________


Developmental Goals


   What will this activity help children know and be able to do?


______________________________________________________________________________________________________


Rationale


   Why is this knowledge or skill important for children at this age to know and be able to do?  ______________________________


___________________________________________________


Objective


   What will children accomplish?  What will be the outcome?


______________________________________________________________________________________________________


Setting


   What physical setup---e.g., furniture and equipment--- is needed?


___________________________________________________


Materials


   What materials are needed for this activity?


______________________________________________________________________________________________________


Introduction


   Describe how you will motivate/engage children in the activity.


___________________________________________________


Procedures


   Describe in detail step-by-step procedures for this activity.  What will the teacher do?  What will the children do?


______________________________________________________________________________________________________


Accommodations


   Describe how you will adapt procedures to accommodate a child with a specific special need.


______________________________________________________________________________________________________


Closure


   Describe how you will provide closure and transition to next activity.  _____________________________________________


Evaluation


   How will achievement of objective and goals be assessed?


______________________________________________________________________________________________________








Theme





Concept Web


Concepts Related to the Theme











Theme





Block Plan


Week ________________   Theme__________________


Times








Days�
8:00-9:30


Free


Play�
9:30-10:00


Large Group�
10:00-10:30


Snack Time�
10:30-11:00


Small Groups�
11:00-


11:30


Out-doors�
�
Mon.�
Activity�
Activity�
Menu�
Activity�
Activity�
�
Tue.�
Activity�
Activity�
Menu�
Activity�
Activity�
�
Wed.�
Activity�
Activity�
Menu�
Activity�
Activity�
�
Thu.�
Activity�
Activity�
Menu�
Activity�
Activity�
�
Fri.�
Activity�
Activity�
Menu�
Activity�
Activity�
�






Legend---


Components of Early Childhood Curriculum


 Content  *  Process  *  Context   *  Teacher


   WHAT?  * HOW/WHEN?  * WHY?   *      WHO?


                        WHERE?





1.  Identify a problem. GENERATE SOLUTIONS





2.  Plan a design… 


PLAN SOLUTION





SOLUTIONS





3.  Produce a model or prototype…


 PRODUCE SOLUTION
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