	COURSE:
	Early Childhood Education I 
	UNIT D
	The Field of Early Childhood Education

	COMPETENCY:
	9.00
	B2 
	8%
	Understand the history of early childhood education.

	OBJECTIVE: 
	9.01
	A1
	4%
	Recognize the contributions of leaders in the history of early childhood education.

	Essential Question:  What contributions were made by leaders in the history of early childhood education? 

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Contributions of Leaders in the History of Early Childhood Education

· John Locke --- 1632-1704

· Founder of modern educational philosophy

· Theory based on scientific method, study of mind and learning

· Children are born with a “clean slate” (tabula rasa) on which their experiences are written
· Environmentalism- Environment, not innate characteristics, determines what children become

· Friedrich Froebel --- 1782-1852

· Coined the word kindergarten
· Started the first kindergarten in Germany in 1837 – “Father of the Kindergarten”

· Advocated freedom, initiative, and relevant curriculum

· Emphasized teacher-directed learning

· Sigmund Freud --- 1856 - 1939

· A neurologist and psychoanalyst

· A child’s personality develops through a predictable pattern of psychosexual stages

· Many emotional/psychological problems in adulthood are connected to ways in which needs were met/not met during childhood
· Id, ego, and superego

· Conscious, preconscious, unconscious

· John Dewey --- 1858-1952

· A progressivist

· First real American influence on American education

· Founder of progressive movement

· Theory of progressivism

· Advocated child-centered learning in groups

· Author of “My Pedagogic Creed”




	OBJECTIVE: 
	9.01
	A1
	4%
	Recognize the contributions of leaders in the history of early childhood education.

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	· Margaret McMillan --- 1860-1931

· With sister Rachel, extended concern beyond education to medical/dental care for children
· Created an open-air nursery in a slum area 

· Developed the McMillan theory of fresh air, sleep, and bathing

· Crusaded to improve child care in English slums

· Many credit the creation of nursery schools to Rachel and Margaret McMillan

· Created the name nursery school – nursery to focus on the goal of nurturing good health, and school to focus on educating young children
· Rudolph Steiner --- 1861-1925

· Philosopher, scientist, and artist; founded Waldorf schools

· Interdisciplinary and multi-sensory curriculum with emphasis on the arts

· Emphasized the whole child; begin where the learner is

· Promoted self-regulation and self-discipline

· Believed that experiences for young children need to be carefully selected

· Believed that fairy tales help children learn important truths

· Modern-day followers of Steiner believe that TV viewing by children should be limited

· Patty Hill --- 1868-1946

· Founded the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC)

· Originated large-muscle equipment and materials for climbing and construction

· Focused on unifying kindergarten and 1st grade; led to modern kindergarten practice

· Wrote Happy Birthday song

· Maria Montessori --- 1870-1952

· First female physician in Italy; believed that education begins at birth

· The early years are very important as children go through “sensitive periods.”  Their curiosity makes them ready to learn certain things at certain times.

· Goals of education:  the formation of the child and development of character

· Elements of early childhood programs that are attributed to Montessori:  a prepared environment (the teacher’s responsibility), self-correcting and sequential  materials            (usually tactile – touch), teaching based on observation, and trust in children’s inborn drive to learn



	OBJECTIVE: 
	9.01
	A1
	4%
	Recognize the contributions of leaders in the history of early childhood education.

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	· Lev Vygotsky --- 1896 - 1934

· Focuses on the child as a whole; incorporates culture and values into child development

· Sociocultural Theory:  A child’s development is influenced by more than personal experiences.  Other influences include family, community, socioeconomic status, and culture.

· Implications of sociocultural theory for teachers

1. Incorporate each child’s family and culture into the school.

2. The relationship between teacher and child is very important to learning.

3. Use the tools of the society to help children learn.

4. Play is an important part of learning.

5. It’s very important to note individual differences among learners.

· Loris Malaguzzi --- 1920-1994

· Founder of Reggio Emilia Schools

· Schools have teachers, a pedagogista, and an atelierista
· All children are capable of learning; children construct their own learning

· Documenting children’s work is essential for successful programs

· The family and community are important parts of the “amiable school.”




	COURSE: 
	Early Childhood Education I
	Unit D
	The Field of Early Childhood Education 

	

	COMPETENCY:
	9.00 
	B2
	8%
	Understand the history of early childhood education.

	OBJECTIVE: 
	9.02 
	B2
	4%
	Explain the influence of historical events on early childhood-related programs and initiatives and their impact on early childhood education.

	Essential Question:  

How have historical events led to programs/initiatives and impacted early childhood education?



	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Several historical events led to the creation of government programs and initiatives that have made an impact on the development of early childhood education in America.

Cause:

Historical Events

Result:

Government Programs/Initiatives

Effect:
Impact on Early Childhood Education

1.  Great Depression and World War II diverted attention from needs of children toward need to work.  Women went to work.  Many nurseries were opened.  

In 1943, Kaiser Child Care Centers were started.  Offered health care, hot meals, convenience for working parents, round-the-clock, exemplary child care.

· Served over 3000 children
· Freed women to work

· Provided a model of exemplary child care

2.  Launching of Soviet satellite Sputnik in 1957 upset the education community and made the US education system appear inferior.  Civil Rights Movement of 1960s identified education as the best way to fight poverty.
In 1956, Head Start was begun.  Offered services for low-income families --- health care and hot meals, compensatory education, parental involvement, and community control.
· Brought national attention to importance of good care and education experiences for young children

· Produced enthusiasm for young children’s programs

· Expanded enrollment in preschool programs

· Serves about 20% of low-income children

3. Changes in the family and the workforce, 1970s and after
· More diverse families (single-parent, stepparent, extended, and blended)
· Parents working; not at home

· Shortage of quality centers and homes for child care
In 1993, a NC partnership for children founded Smart Start to ensure that young children are ready to succeed in school.  Focused on children’s health, strengthening families, and cutting-edge approaches for early learning
· Made early childhood education accessible to children of all races, classes, cultures, and needs

· Made child care affordable




	OBJECTIVE: 
	9.02 
	B2
	4%
	Explain the influence of historical events on early childhood-related programs and initiatives and their impact on early childhood education.

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Cause:

Historical Events

Result:

Government Programs/Initiatives

Effect:

Impact on Early Childhood Education

4.  Increased emphasis on quality education and greater success for every child in the 1990s and after led to the conclusion that no child should be left behind

In 2001, a national program called No Child Left Behind (NCLB) was created by the Department of Education.  NCLB includes higher standards, greater accountability, expanded options for parents, and proven teaching methods.

· Accurate assessment of student performance

· Effective development materials for children

· Increased student an teacher accountability

· Individualized and comprehensive reporting

· At-home activities to better involve parents 

5.  Emphasis on quality education and recognition of the importance of early learning in 1990s and after led to intervention efforts with at-risk four-year-old children. 

In 2002, a state-funded NC initiative called More at Four Pre-Kindergarten was created.  Focused on underserved children, especially those who had never before been served in a pre-K program.
· High-quality classroom-based educational program
· Children served in a variety of settings (public schools, for-profit and nonprofit child care, Head Start, combination settings)

· Financial assistance given

· Serves diverse groups
· Detailed planning of objectives for children
6. Globalization of economy and emphasis on future-focused education in 2000 and after led to recognition of the importance of adapting curriculum to prepare students for the 21st century.  
In 2002, a partnership of 27 member organizations was formed to address 21st Century Skills.  In 2005, NC created the first Center for 21st Century Skills.  In 2006, NC State Board of Education endorsed a framework for education based on 21st century skills and content – including life skills, 21st century content, core content, thinking skills, and ICT technology skills.
· Expanded academic enrichment for children
· Opportunities for children and families to learn after school year ends

· Tutorial services

· Art, music, and recreation programs

· Helps children meet standards in reading and math




	COURSE:
	Early Childhood Education I
	UNIT D 
	The Field of Early Childhood Education

	

	COMPETENCY:
	10.00
	B2
	7%
	Understand career trends, opportunities, and options in early childhood education.

	OBJECTIVE: 
	10.01 
	B2
	4%
	Understand career trends and opportunities in early childhood education.

	Essential Question:  What are the career trends and opportunities in early childhood education?

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Career Trends

A trend is an overall direction in which a system is moving or changing.

There are three major categories of trends that affect career opportunities in early childhood education.

1.  Societal trends – those that relate collectively to the activities and customs of human beings 
· Increase in dual-career families

· Increase in single parenting

· Increasing mobility of population

· Increasing need for child care

· Increasingly diverse population

· English as a second language (ESL)

· Special populations

· Cultural/religious differences

2.  Educational trends – those that relate to the system for teaching and learning
· Rising enrollment in private preschools

· Increasing emphasis on early childhood education programs

· Increasing need for teachers

· Gradual decline in student enrollment

3.  Workplace trends – those that relate to the system within which people work 
· Increasing number of elderly in the workplace

· Increase in entrepreneurships

· More child care centers on work sites

· More flexible work schedules and locations

· Increased availability of family leave
How are these trends affecting early childhood education?
· Training and preparation required
· Need for child care/education and opportunities available

· Work expectations and incentives



	OBJECTIVE: 
	10.01 
	B2
	4%
	Understand career trends and opportunities in early childhood education.

	UNPACKED CONTENT

	Career Opportunities

Career Opportunities IN
Early Childhood Education

Career Opportunities RELATED TO 

Early Childhood Education
· Parent education coordinator

· Infant teacher

· Toddler teacher

· Preschool teacher

· Montessori teacher

· Parent cooperative teacher

· Center director

· Kindergarten teacher

· Kindergarten aide/assistant

· Head Start teacher

· School-age child care teacher
· Adoption counselor

· Amusement park guide

· Architect who designs child care settings

· Child custody mediator

· Children’s book author

· Children’s zoo guide

· Funeral home bereavement counselor

· Family and consumer sciences community college instructor or university professor

· School nurse or nurse practitioner

· Summer camp or sports clinic instructor, counselor, or director




	COURSE:
	Early Childhood Education I
	UNIT D 
	The Field of Early Childhood Education

	

	COMPETENCY:
	10.00
	B2
	7%
	Understand career trends, opportunities, and options in early childhood education.

	OBJECTIVE: 
	10.02
	B2
	3%
	Understand benefits and limitations of work and education options.

	Essential Questions:  

In the field of early childhood education . . .

     What are the benefits/limitations of going to work immediately after high school?

     What are the benefits/limitations of going to school for further education and a degree?



	UNPACKED CONTENT

	After completing the Early Childhood Education program and graduating from high school, students have two basic options for working in the field --- (1) going to work immediately, or (2) going to school for further education and a degree before seeking employment.  
Some early childhood jobs are available immediately, while other careers in and related to early childhood require further education --- college/university, career/trade school, military training, or community college.   There are benefits and limitations to each option.  These benefits and limitations represent advantages and disadvantages as they are considered in light of an individual’s goals and priorities.  
Option A:

Going to WORK after high school

Option B:

Going to SCHOOL for further education

Benefits

Limitations

Benefits

Limitations

1.  Immediate employment and income

1.  Lower pay

1.  Financially rewarding career

1.  Greater initial cost

2.  Immediate feeling of accomplishment

2.  Entry-level job tasks

2.  Opportunities for advancement

2.  Longer time to reach career goal

3.  Immediate opportunity to practice skills

3.  Minimum job benefits

3.  Manageable hours and working conditions

3.  Entrance requirements

4.  Sense of independence

4.  Limited variety of jobs

4.  Professional status

4.  Competitive job market

5.  Fewer opportunities for advancement

5.  Broad range of majors

6.  Can interfere with further education

6.  Broad education base

7.  Financial assistance available

8.  Opportunities for continuing education
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